The old man who had lost all but two of his teeth and thanked God that those met, had some conception of the value of articulation. Many people with the mouth half full of teeth could not thank God for more masticating surface than this old man had, because their teeth strike together so badly that only a few are capable of mastication. The fact that such are often pretty healthy people does not prove that a very limited masticating surface is^ not deleterious. I believe the perfect articulation of the teeth is that towards which our operations should be directed. , I have no patience for the dentists who go chopping about the mouth like a bushwacker.
In trying to discover that form of articulation most favorable to its greatest usefulness, permanence and regularity, it became evident that some other method was needed than observation in the mouth, where only the outside of the teeth could be seen in contact, or with whole models from which only an imperfect idea of the inside striking of the teeth could be had. Much harm is done by the use of regulating appliances which change the articulation without improving it, and it is almost a universal fact that, unless an improvement can be made in an articulation, there will be no permanent improvement of the irregularity. The articulation is the only permanent retainer to be depended on. For the teeth "will move till they find the best contact that circumstances can offer, and that movement often never ceases, because the forces never find equilibrium.
Before disturbing the articulation of a fixed irregularity, it is best to consider whether such disturbance can be overcome, and the articulation again made as good; if not, the chances are that the result will be worse than the original condition, and for the ultimate result we must wait not only "till the teeth become firm," as we say, but till they cease to move.
Thete is much yet to learn in regard to the meaning of the elevations, depressions, overshutting, shelving, interlocking, binding, curves, and inclines of the articulation, in their relation to biting, cutting, tearing, crushing and grinding movements of mastication. 
